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Bo y Sc out  Tr oo p 711

Sc!ting 101



This pamphlet is designed to be read by the boy who is planning on joining the Boy Scouts of America and 
Troop 711 in particular. It tells what a new scout will need to know, and is a concise and simplified version of the 
handout to the parent or guardian. 

Why join Troop 711?

The Boy Scouts is a wonderful place to learn real life lessons about things like leadership, submission, people skills, emergency preparedness, and 
survival skills. It is a chance to do things you never dreamed of before. Boy Scout Troops engage in outings that give scouts amazing opportunities.  
Troop 711 is a troop that concentrates on moral living, and a strong emphasis on our relationship with God. 

Troop 711 is known as an ÒEagle producing troopÓ. This is because we have ten times the national average for the number of scouts who reach the 
rank of Eagle. This is not because scouts are bothered or pestered to advance in rank, it is because our scouts have winning attitudes. Our Troop offers 
numerous opportunities for scouts to meet their requirements. 

Boy Scouts requires a commitment of time, some money, and a lot of personal responsibility. The program is designed to prepare young men for the 
challenges they will face in the Òreal worldÓ.  Scouts must obey the points of the Scout Law and Scout Oath. They must be: 

  TRUSTWORTHY,
 LOYAL, 

HELPFUL,
FRIENDLY,

COURTEOUS,
KIND,

OBEDIENT,
CHEERFUL,

THRIFTY,
BRAVE,
CLEAN, 

AND
REVERENT.

If you are not willing to commit to these principles, then the Boy Scouts is probably not for you.

It is good to come to several meetings to see if you like the way things are set up. You should enjoy, not endure, your time in Boy Scouts. 

Joining

If you decide that you want to join Troop 711, then this pamphlet will explain just about everything you need to know to get a good start.

This is how to join our Troop:

¥ Complete the Boy Scout Application and Health History form signed by your parent or guardian here is a link to get the forms in PDF 
format http://www.boyscouts-ncac.org/pages/1309_forms_documents.cfm

¥ You must be 11 years old (unless you have completed the fifth grade or the Arrow of Light in Cub Scouts).
¥ You must pay the admissions cost $48. 
¥ When you submit the form, you will receive temporary membership. This means you may begin working on requirements immediately (pg.

3).

You can choose to pay an extra $12 for ÒBoyÕs LifeÓ magazine. It is a BSA publication and has stories about scout bravery, jokes, and helpful hints for 
scouting. It comes once a month. $12 is the subscription price is for one year. 

Next you need to get a book and uniform. These are available from ÒLeesburg Hobbies and CollectablesÓ in Leesburg VA (pg. 2).

Within a few weeks, you will receive your membership card.  It is renewed annually when you pay the troop dues $48. You need your membership 
card to get special scout discounts that are offered in some stores. You will also need it to be admitted to certain scout camps.
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Leadership

Leadership is important in the Boy Scouts.  Scouts are routinely given opportunities to lead other scouts in activities such as campouts, fundraisers, 
and meetings.  Leadership is among the most important skills you can learn in scouting. 

Harry Newton is the Scoutmaster of our Troop. He has many adult helpers called Assistant Scoutmasters.  Usually the scouts shorten this, and call all 
the adult leaders ÒScoutmastersÓ.

Troop 711 is a ÒBoy-Led Troop.Ó  This means that the adults allow the scouts to make most of the decisions. The leadership for this Troop is elected 
every six months (see pg.2). 

Here is a list of Leadership Positions and the current rank requirement for each (the requirements are subject to change.)

Color Guard Presents and retires the Troop and American flags at 
meetings and other gatherings.

Any
Rank

Scribe Keeps records, forms, and minutes of Patrol Leader 
Conferences 

Star +

Historian Puts together the Troop newsletter and takes pictures of 
outings

First Class +

Instructor Teaches younger scouts, and signs off on requirements 
in their Handbook.

First Class +

Troop Guide Helps new scouts to know what to do. Star +

Librarian Keeps Merit badge books (pg.3) First Class +

Bugler Plays the trumpet at events. Any rank

Quarter Master Is in charge of gear, and makes sure tents and camp 
sites are neat.

First Class +

Patrol Leader Leads a Patrol (pg.4) Star +

Chaplains Aide Helps the assistant Scoutmaster who is the Chaplain.First Class +

Assistant Senior Patrol Leader Helps the Senior Patrol Leader. Life +

Senior Patrol Leader Is in charge of meetings and outings. This is the highest 
scout position.

Life +

Junior Assistant Scoutmaster Leads outings or fundraising activities. Life +

When you meet the requirements for a leadership position, you should be proactive and seek to be nominated. Do not wait for people to ask you to do 
something; one of the keys to success in Scouts is that you do your best

Elections

In Troop 711, all leadership positions are elected.  Every six months, scouts who are running for a position gives a speech describing their 
qualifications and goals for the office.  All scouts are then given a ballot, and vote on who they would want for the position. When you vote, be sure to 
focus on qualification, not popularity. 

Most scouts run for two positions, they will specify in their speech which they would rather have.

 Scout Uniform and Handbook

Troop 711 uses two uniforms. The Class A uniform is purchased at a scouting store.  It is the formal uniform and you should wear it to a Board of 
Review, a Court of Honor or any other such event.  You will be told in advance when to wear ÒClass A.Ó   The Class A uniform consists of a button-up 
tan shirt, hat, and merit badge sash. This uniform is available from Leesburg Hobbies and Collectables in Leesburg VA.  

The hat for our Troop is available at most meetings from Scoutmaster Kelly Yost.  Official scout pants are optional for this uniform, although you will 
want them for your Eagle Board of Review (pg.4). Our Troop does not use a neckerchief. 

The merit badge sash is a strip of cloth which you wear over one shoulder. It holds all your merit badges (pg.3).

The Class B uniform is a t-shirt which says ÒTroop 711Ó. These also are available from Scoutmaster Kelly Yost. 
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Your Boy Scout Handbook contains all the specific rank requirements for Scouting.  As you 
receive instruction and demonstrate skills, qualified scouts will sign in the spaces in your book 
(see picture).  On the left of the picture is the printed requirement. On the right is the scoutÕs 
signature. You purchase the Handbook at a scouting store such as ÒLeesburg Hobbies and 
CollectablesÓ.

Your book also has loads of information which will be useful to you. Try to read your book 
during the week. If you want to get a requirement, then find the page in the book that has 
information on it. Memorizing this information will help you get it signed off.

The uniform, badges, Handbook, and other scout supplies are available locally at Leesburg 
Hobbies and Collectables at 9 West Market Street
Leesburg, VA 20176.  Their phone number is (703) 779-8600.  Their business hours are very 
limited so be sure to check their website before you head there. (http://
www.leesburghobbies.com).

In the front cover of your book is a diagram of where the patches are attached. When you buy your uniform you will have to attach several patches.

When you buy your uniform, get some of the sticky material which is designed to attach your patches. Read the directions as some of the patches are 
tricky to attach.

Rank Advancement

In order to advance in rank in Boy Scouts you will have to meet all the requirements listed for that rank. For example, the rank requirements for 
Tenderfoot are found on page 438 of THE BOY SCOUT HANDBOOK.  Tenderfoot is the first rank.  Older scouts will observe your fulfillment of 
each requirement, and then sign and date the requirements page in your Handbook.  

In order to sign the requirements page, a scout must be qualified.  In other words, another scout may only sign off certain requirements, according to 
their own rank.   You wonÕt be able to sign anyone off yourself until you reach the rank of First Class.  Here is a list of all the ranks, and the minimum 
rank required for a scout to sign requirements for the various ranks.

¥ A First Class Scout can sign off any Tenderfoot or Second Class requirement (except the last three requirements). 
¥ A Star Scout can sign off any requirement below Star (except the last three requirements). 
¥ A Life Scout can sign off any requirement below Star (except the last three requirements).
¥ An Eagle Scout over the age of 21 can sign off any rank requirement below Eagle (except the last three requirements). 
¥ Scoutmasters can also sign off any requirements for any rank (except the very last requirement).

The last three requirements (noted above) are special requirements that you complete right before advancing in rank. Two of the three, Òtake part in a 
Scoutmaster conferenceÓ, and Òdemonstrate scout spirit by living out the Scout Oath (promise) and Scout Law in your everyday lifeÓ, can be signed 
off only by a Scoutmaster. The last requirement ÒComplete your Board of ReviewÓ can only be signed off by the Board of Review members.

When you first join Scouts you will have the rank of ÒScoutÓ.  After completing all the Tenderfoot requirements (including the last three), you will 
have attained the rank of Tenderfoot. At the next Court of Honor held by the Troop, you will receive the Tenderfoot patch.

At campouts, there is usually a time when an Instructor teaches some requirement.  They will provide instruction to scouts who have not yet met the 
requirement, and then they will quiz the scout and observe their performance of the activity (e.g. tie a series of knots.)  Once the experienced scout is 
satisfied, they will sign their requirement page. 

You can also make arrangements on meeting nights and at other appropriate time to receive instruction.  ItÕs not always done at campouts!

Any qualified scout may sign your requirements page.  However, it is the job of the Instructors and Troop Guides to sign off scouts who are below the 
rank of Star (i.e. First Class and below.)

Here are some hints on getting your requirements done quickly and efficiently.

¥ Study for a requirement, and then bring any supplies that are needed to the next meeting. Ask an older scout to sign you off. They will watch 
you demonstrate or describe the requirement, and if they think you have performed adequately, they will sign in your book. It’s that easy!

¥ You can work on any Tenderfoot, Second Class, or First Class requirement at any time.  As soon as you have submitted the application form 
(pg. 1) you can begin work.  Do not wait until you have gotten a rank to start work on the next rank.  Working on all the ranks that you can 
will greatly reduce the time it takes to get through the ranks.

¥ Start work on merit badges immediately. That way you are not stuck when you get the First Class and have to earn merit badges for Star.
¥ Important information for each requirement is in your handbook.  Read the pages that are listed next to each requirement.
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Merit badges 

Merit badges are extra tests of knowledge. Twelve are specifically required for the ranks of Star, Life, and Eagle. You must also 
complete twelve additional ÒelectiveÓ merit badges. In order to qualify for a merit badge, you must find a counselor approved 
by the BSA (Boy Scouts of America). He or she will help you complete each requirement. Next, you must go to your 
Scoutmaster and ask for a Òblue cardÓ. He will have you fill out some of the information blanks on it, and talk with you about 
the badge. If he determines that you are ready to start work on the badge, he will sign the blue card.  Next you give the card to 
your counselor and begin working on the requirements, he or she explains to you. After you have finished all the requirements, 
your counselor will give you back you blue card, and will sign in the space provided to say that you have completed the 
requirements. One section of the card goes to the counselor, one goes to the Scoutmaster, and one is for you to keep.  Keep you 

piece with your personal records (most scouts use a baseball card collectorÕs case as they are the same size).

At the next Court of Honor you will receive a badge like the one to the left (Camping.) You will sew or iron it to your merit badge sash.

Before your next Board of Review you must have all merit badges and your current rank patch attached to your uniform. If you do not you may fail 
the Board.

Your Patrol

Patrols are the most important organization unit in Boy Scouts. They usually are made up of three to seven scouts. One of these is the elected Patrol 
Leader. The Patrol Leader will often pick someone in the patrol to be the Assistant Patrol Leader. The APL will take charge when the Patrol Leader is 
absent. He will also help the Patrol Leader with anything he needs.

Your patrol will sleep in the same area of a campsite. They will eat together, cook together, and work together.

Sometimes your patrol will have special patrol outings or patrol meetings. Your patrol will have its own flag and Patrol Yell.

Every time there is a campout, your patrol will select its own menu and make its own food.  Your leader will appoint a cook. If you need any of the 
cooking requirements for Tenderfoot, Second Class, or First Class, then ask to be the cook. Your Patrol Leader will probably be glad not to have to 
appoint someone else to cook and you will set a standard of proactive involvement. 

Board of Review

A Board of Review is a special panel of judges that decide whether or not you can advance in rank. 

A group of about three men will question you to see if you are ready to advance in rank. They will ask you questions about the requirements for your 
current rank and all former ranks to see if you know them. If you pass you will have advanced in rank. Wear your Class A uniform to your Board of 
Review.  For any Board where you are attempting to advance to the ranks of Star, Life, or Eagle, you should (but do not have to) wear official Boy 
Scout pants.

At the Board of Review you will be expected to know the Scout Oath, Law, Slogan, and Motto. These are in your book. You will also need to know all 
the information for your current rank, and for any previous ranks.
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Tips from the Experts

In this section is a list of tips given by experienced and higher ranking scouts. This advice is meant to give you a good start in Scouting.

¥ Read your Handbook. It tells lots of cool hints, tips, and techniques.
¥ Cooking without using utensils is a valuable skill, especially in cold weather when cleanup is icy cold.
¥ Cook hard boiled eggs in cold weather: they require no cleanup, and can act as a hand warmer.
¥ Boil omelets in a gallon freezer bag for 15 minutes. They will be perfectly formed, and again - no cleanup,
¥ Tin foil dinners are extremely fun to make and tasty. Simply combine ingredients in tin foil, wrap it up in several layers, and lay it in hot 

coals. Be sure to check regularly.
¥ Start earning merit badges right away.
¥ Work on Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class requirements at the same time. DonÕt wait until you have achieved a rank before you 

start on the next.
¥ If you go to summer camp, be sure to take Eagle required merit badges, not just ÒfunÓ merit badges. That way you will not have to earn 

Eagle required merit badges for Star, Life, or Eagle at home where it is more difficult.
¥ The Troop Guides are responsible for answering questions and signing off new scouts. If you need anything, find a Troop Guide.
¥ Look at our web site http://troop711.net. It has a calendar, the Troop newsletter, useful information, and lots of other neat stuff.
¥ Keep a notebook which has logs, old rank patches, notes, merit badge cards, and contact information.
¥ Try to do at least one requirement every week. DonÕt Wait! Do requirements ASAP.
¥ Bring trash bags and paper towels to campouts.
¥ Wear layers when camping. 
¥ If you meet with an older scout you can get requirements signed off any day of the week, not just at meetings.

Glossary

APL Assistant Patrol Leaders help the Patrol Leader, and acts as Patrol Leader if the Patrol Leader it is absent. The 
scouts pronounce this ÒAppleÓ.

Back pack A large pack that has clothes, sleeping bag, and other camping necessities. If you are hiking or camping over night, 
use this.

Board of Review A group of about three men who test your knowledge before allowing you to advance in rank.

Council Each Boy Scout Troop belongs to a Council. Councils have representatives from all their Troops. The Council is in 
charge of all the Troops in a certain area. Our council is the National Capital Area Council. It is in charge of all 
Troops in the Washington D.C. metropolitan area.

Court of Honor A court of honor is a ceremony in which scouts receive their merit badges, rank patches, and any other awards. 
Special courts of honor are held for eagle scouts.

Day pack A small pack that has daily necessities. If you go on a hike for the day, use this.

District A district is a group of Scout Troops. Ours is the Goose Creek district.

Eagle badge Any one of twelve merit badges required for the rank of Eagle Scout (page 188 in your book).

Elective merit badgeA merit badge which you decide to take. You must get 12 elective merit badges before you can get the rank of 
Eagle.

Freezer-ee A scout camp that is held in the winter. Many Troops attend each year.

JASM A Junior Assistant Scoutmaster helps with organizing an event such as Scouting for Food, or the Troop newsletter. 
The scouts pronounce this ÒJasumÓ.

Merit badge A merit badge is given to scouts who complete all the requirements for it. These requirements change every few 
years. For Eagle, you must earn the 12 required merit badges and 12 additional merit badges of your choice.

Outing Any thing the scout Troop or patrol does as a unit.

Patrol A group of several scouts with one elected Patrol Leader. 

PLC A Patrol Leader Conference is a special meeting in which Patrol Leaders and Scoutmasters plan outings, and 
meetings for the next month.

Rank Any one of seven levels of completion in the Boy Scouts.

Scout camp Six day camps where scouts earn merit badges, camp out for six nights, and do various fun activities.

Scouting for Food Scouting for Food is an annual event done by scouts all over the country. People in the city or town bring cans of 
food. The scouts then sort it into boxes, and send it in a truck to be given to needy families for a Thanksgiving 
meal.

Scoutmaster The adult leader of the Troop.

Scoutmaster 
conference

A Scoutmaster conference is when a Scoutmaster asks you questions about a certain rank to see if you are ready to 
go before a Board of Review.

TotinÕ Chip A course you must complete before being able to use a knife, saw, or axe. They will have a TotinÕ chip class at 
some campouts.

Troop Guide An elected scout who is in charge of helping new scouts to fit in the Troop and get requirements signed off.
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So what exactly do I need to buy for Scouting?

The following list contains most everything you will may need, how important it is, and what it is used for. Many of these things you probably already 
have. REMEMBER THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE. There will probably be other things you need. However this covers the basics. Each item is 
rated each item according to its priority from 1 (critical) to 10 (you donÕt really need it- but it could be nice to have).

The  Boy Scout Handbook 1 The book keeps your records of completion and has great information

tent 10 You will not need to buy a tent in this Troop. You will use tents provided by the Troop. However if 
you have the room in your pack then buying a nice dome tent wouldnÕt be that bad an idea. Be sure to 
get one that is very high quality.

Boy Scout pants 8 You will want these for your Eagle Board of Review. For other boards just wear nice dress pants.

Hand warmers 7 You will want these if you camp in cold weather

Pocketknife 6 Should be small, sharp, and preferably have a can opener and saw.  You must have acquired the Tote 
nÕ Chip badge before you are allowed to carry a knife.

Matches or fire starters 5 Not a necessity Ð but you will eventually want to carry some in your pack.

Eating kit 5 Easily substituted for just an unbreakable cup, a spoon, and an unbreakable plate.

Orienteering compass 4 This is used for finding your way across country during a hike. It has a flat clear plate, with a compass 
on top. Even if you have another type of compass, you will need this type because of the way it is 
used in a map. 

Personal First Aid Kit 3 You will need this for one of the Tenderfoot requirements. A complete list is in your book on page 
289. 

Class A uniform 3 This uniform is like your dress uniform. You will need to get it, but there is no immediate hurry

Sleeping bag 2 You will eventually need one, but for now you can just pack several blankets. When you do get one, it 
should keep you warm in the winter, but not roast you in the summer. Any rating between 0 and 30 
degrees Fahrenheit should be fine. But for most purposes 30 degrees is best.

Rain gear 2 Make sure you have this for your first campout.

Water bottle 2 Make sure you have this for your first campout. Many scouts like Nalgene¨ these are known as 
unbreakable bottles

Rain cover for pack 2 Very useful because it keeps your stuff dry.

Sleeping pad 2 Provides extra protection from the hard cold ground. Some scouts prefer the self inflating kind.

Backpack 2 For most campouts you wonÕt need an expensive hiking pack. However for any backpacking outings, 
you will need something light, and comfortable.

Class B Uniform 1 This uniform is a T-shirt which you use for most meetings, and campouts. Get it from Scoutmaster 
Kelly Yost right away.

Flashlight 1 Have it at every campout. Get one which is small and bright. LEDÕs are excellent.
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 Troop 711 Leadership: March 2008 - August 2008

SPL & ASPL
John R.
Josh T.

Chaplain’s Aide
Joseph G.

Patrol Leaders
Graham A.
Keegan N.
Nico P.
Alex P.
Reed R.
Jacob S.
Tom U.

Troop Guides
Ben B.
Gabe V.

Quartermasters
Matthew C.
Nolan Y.

Instructors
Seth B.
David C.
Matthew F.
Brett G.
Nolan Y.

Troop Historian
David G.

Librarian
Stephen G.

Scribe
Sam P.
David G.

Color Guard Color Guard
Andy J. (captain)
Mitch B.
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Frequently Asked Questions

¥ How do you know what patrol you are assigned to?
o Patrol assignments are announced about every six months. You cannot ask to be assigned to a 

patrol.
¥ Where do I get my book and uniform?

o At the Leesburg Hobbies and Collectables in Leesburg, VA.  This shop has all the things you will 
need to start scouts.

¥ When do I get my book and uniform?
o Get them as soon as you hand in the Application form in the front of this pamphlet.

¥ WhatÕs the goal of scouting?
o The goal is to reach the rank of Eagle Scout as you learn valuable life skills along the way.

¥ What are merit badges?
o Merit badges are special courses you can take in an area to demonstrate your knowledge.

¥ WhatÕs an SPL?
o An SPL is a Senior Patrol Leader. The SPL is in charge of the Troop.

¥ Who can sign my requirements?
o See the ÒRank AdvancementsÓ section. Any scout who is high enough rank can sign you off.  Any 

Scoutmaster can sign you off.
¥ WhatÕs a venture patrol?

o A venture patrol is a group of older scouts who go on outings which are more difficult, or 
dangerous than most of the outings.

¥ WhatÕs a Board of Review?
o A Board of Review is a group of men who ask you questions about a particular rank to see if you 

are ready to advance to the next rank.
¥ Who should go to if I have a question?

o The Troop Guides are your Ògo toÓ guys for any questions a new scout may have. They are in 
charge of helping newer scouts.
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